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Happy Birthday!
Kira Maziek 1/03, Michael Erspamer 01/08,
Isabella Chianese  2/09, Benjamin Sheehan 2/27
Upcoming Events and Important Dates:
January 14th- Annual Yard Sale

January 25- 6PM General Meeting
From Cori
REGISTRATION FOR NEXT YEAR

Currently enrolled families who wish to enroll in the 2day, 3day, or 4day class starting September, 2012 will get the registration form at the January General Meeting. It is due along with the non-refundable registration fee at the February General Meeting. All other families, including alumni, will get to register at our Open House Registration Day on March 1 at 10:00 am. Current families only need to come to the Open House if they do not get their registration form in on time. 

The current registration fee is $75 and includes processing enrollment packets, insurance, OCCPPNS dues, and the Family Growth budget. However, our membership will vote to increase the fee to $85, which will then also include the Make-a-Plate snack plate and emergency kit. 

It's going to be another great year
President’s Message                             [image: image3.wmf]
Pres Message:

Happy New Year everyone! Have you heard the saying New Year New You? I keep hearing that over and over again...of course there are always things we can improve on, I guess those would be considered our resolutions...I guess mine would be to reducing my commitments outside my family and focus on my little ones and husband...is there anything you’d like to change? The good news is we all have each other’s support at Serra Preschool and we can all make those changes or stay the same without judgment and with support...ahhhhhh, that’s a wonderful thought!

We have so many exciting developmental learning opportunities for our kiddos in 2012! We are hitting Sea World this month at a major discounted price and the Museum of Natural History next month...why are we missing class room time at school you ask? Well, what’s better than joining our kiddos while we still can and watching their little eyes get wide when they see a dolphin jump out of the water or touch a bat ray for the first time. What’s better than helping them learn why we need to protect the ocean and reduce the amount of waste we leave on the earth that goes into our oceans and harms our fish friends? What’s better than standing there next to them and watch their amazement as they look at dinosaurs from long ago at the San Diego Museum of Natural History. These outings may seem disruptive to our schedules, but in reality it applies to our developmental learning process that we believe in at Serra Preschool.  These outings are great learning opportunities that we may not take our kiddos to ourselves at a much better price...I look forward to see you all and our Awesome teachers at these upcoming events! 

I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 2012! See you around our amazing school!

Jen Ellinger,

 Hannah and Emily’s mom 

FROM CHRIS ANDERSON, VP

Please remember to print out the MidYear Teacher Evaluation and School Evaluation, fill them out, and return them to me at the January General Meeting.  Forms can be turned in anonymously, just make sure to indicate which class your child is in.  The forms have been emailed out to everyone, if for some reason you do not have these forms, please let me know and I will get them to you.

Don’t forget that our first Fix It Day will be on Saturday, January 28th @9:00 am.  This is for 3 & 4 Day Classes.  Please let me know either way if you plan on attending or not.  I would like a head count, so I have a better idea of what our day will be like. Once the date gets closer, I will send out an email to those of you who will be attending with a list of our projects and requests for supplies to complete the projects.

All members are required to participate in one six-week clean up, one Family Fix it day, and the end of the year clean-up day (Three total).  3 & 4 Day Fix It day is scheduled for Fall and 2 Day is scheduled for the Spring.  There will be a $75 fine for any missed clean-up, which includes:  6 week, family fix it and end of the year clean up. Fines for missed 6 week clean ups will be assessed by the treasurer and will be paid with the final months tuition.  Additionally, each family will be required to leave on deposit a check to cover the remaining school clean ups; $75 for the Family fix it if it has not already been completed and $75 End of Year at the May General Meeting.  If the family does not show up for their clean-up duties the checks will be cashed.  If they do, the checks will be destroyed.

Here is a list of scheduled dates:

3 and 4 Day Fix It Day- Saturday, January 28th @ 9:00 am

2 Day Fix It Day- Saturday, May 26th @ 9:00 am

Make up day for Fix It Day- Saturday, June 9th

We still have a few people who have not signed up for a 6 Week Clean Up, if you are one of these people, please contact Chris ASAP.  If you have not signed up for a 6 Week Clean Up, please bring your check book to the January General Meeting.

Thank you to all of you who continue to turn in your job journal on time each month!!!  It is greatly appreciated as are all of your comments!

This is a month filled with many school events, so I want to thank all of you for your time, effort, help, and love of Serra Preschool in getting things accomplished for our wonderful school!  THANK YOU!

Message From Monica

Director and Teacher 2 and 4day
Congratulations!

You all have officially made it to the half-year mark of your coop experience. You should give your selves a “pat on the back” for having made a difference in the school and in the lives of your children. You might not know it but you are invaluable to this school and its success. Literally, without the jobs you do or your commitment to this school, we would not be here.

Your jobs are vital to the school’s success and your commitment to your children’s education is worth the few hours you put into the school.

As you all know this is the most important time in your young child’s life and you have the opportunity to be in the classroom with your child and to make a difference in the community by creating a school like no other.

It does not get any better than that!

Thank you so much for all that you do.

Love,
Mrs. Donaldson
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Message From Betsy
Teacher 3day and 4day

HI Friends,
This month I want to share with you my favorite websites devoted to early childhood. I have a lot, but these really stand out and are worth looking at. Enjoy!
 

Recommended websites

· Free Range Kids
Do you ever…let your kid ride a bike to the library? Walk to school? Make dinner? Or are you thinking about it? If so, you are raising a Free-Range Kid! Free-Rangers believe in helmets, car seats, seat belts — safety! We just do NOT believe that every time school age kids go outside, they need a security detail. Share your stories, tell your tips and maybe I’ll use them in a new book. Here’s to common sense parenting in uncommonly overprotective times! 

· Kodo Kids
Kodo Kids is a company devoted to the growth and development of children. Period. Kodo Kids’ founder, Chris Hume, founded the company based on three driving passions- design, children and play. These passions have evolved into a vision- enriching childrens’ lives through open-ended, play-based equipment, tools and toys. This is achieved through thoughtful design and production of items that encourage open-ended, child- oriented, playful-learning. 

· Truce Teachers
Teachers Resisting Unhealthy Children’s Entertainment (TRUCE) is a national group of educators deeply concerned about how children’s entertainment and toys are affecting the play and behavior of children in our classrooms. 

· IPA/USA
The purpose of IPA/USA is to protect, preserve, and promote play as a fundamental right for all humans. This website is a resource for planning a PLAY DAY, finding a RECESS ADVOCATE or just gathering more information on why PLAYING is a crucial element in a positive upbringing for our children.

· Brain Gym
Brain Gym includes 26 easy and enjoyable targeted activities that integrate body and mind to bring about rapid and often dramatic improvements in: concentration, memory, reading, writing, organizing, listening, physical coordination, and more. 

· MaryAnn Kohl
This is MaryAnn Kohl’s website. Her website is filled with art projects from her books that celebrate art as a process, not just as a product. In her words: “It is this process of exploring and creating, rather than the finished product, that is most important for the young artist. Our art activities leave room for the artist to use imagination and exploration, keys to creativity.” 

· S’cool Moves
There is an expression among PE teachers, “No children left on their behinds.” This phrase was coined to balance the academic focus of President Bush’s No Child Left Behind legislation. How is your child’s school dealing with the increased academic demands? Are worksheets crowding out hands-on activities? Has time allocated for PE and recess been reduced or eliminated altogether? check out Deb Wilson’s school moves website for more … 

· Thomas Armstrong
“My work as an educator and psychologist in the fields of multiple intelligences, the myth of ADD/ADHD, and the natural genius of kids, has been guided by a belief that all children are gifted children. The biggest challenge for parents and teachers is to remove the roadblocks that keep those gifts from being recognized, celebrated, and nurtured.” – Thomas Armstrong, PhD. For more, be sure to visit his website. 

· The Anachronistic Mom
Why would a nice, cooking and gardening-style mom have a manifesto? Why not? As a matter of fact, let me toss that back at you. Shouldn’t every mother out there have a manifesto? Maybe, in response to the crushing pressures of today’s life, a manifesto is just what a parent needs. 

 

· Steve Spangler Science!
Link up with Steve and his science activity ideas!

· Brian’s School Stuff
Link up with Brian and check out the hand-made sensory tubs he has for sale!

· DiscountSchoolSupply.com
Link up with Discount School Supply’s catalog via this link! 

· Alfie Kohn
Check out what expert Alfie Kohn is saying about education, testing and the “standards” in his pro-active and informative website.

· Alliance for Childhood
Check out their informative article, FOOLS GOLD, that addresses the impact of computers in early childhood classrooms. They have a Play Alliance as well – visit this valuable site often.

· 1112.net
From my Uncle Jeff – check it out for a laugh – outdoor play advocates will especially enjoy this quick link
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If you wish to contribute or advertise in our monthly newsletter, please contact Lili Cifuentes or email cifuentes1@yahoo.com 
Advertisements are not endorsed by Serra Preschool
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